
How to Choose the Best Companion Plants for
Hydrangeas (Step-by-Step Guide)

1. 📍 Understand growing conditions: Hydrangeas thrive in partial shade and moist, well-

drained soil. Choose companions that share these preferences.

2. 🎨 Consider colour and texture: Pair hydrangeas with plants like hostas, astilbes, or
heucheras to create contrast in leaf shape and flower colour.

3. 🕐 Plan for seasonal interest: Select plants that bloom before or after hydrangeas to extend

visual appeal throughout the year.

4. 🦋 Attract pollinators: Include native flowering plants like echinacea or rudbeckia to

support bees and butterflies.

5. ❌ Avoid poor matches: Steer clear of sun-loving or drought-tolerant plants like lavender,

which can struggle near hydrangeas.

6. 🪴 Design smartly: Use taller plants behind and low-growing varieties in front of

hydrangeas for layered, balanced borders.

7. 🧪 Test soil compatibility: Use a soil test to check pH and fertility. Choose companions that
align with your garden’s conditions.

8. 🔄 Maintain harmony: Prune, water, and fertilise consistently to keep all plants thriving

together without overcrowding.
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